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Short Method, Sc 


I. NT is a melancholy Confideration 
to thoſe who love the Proteſtant . 
Intereſt, that ſo ſmall a Part of 

this Nation 1s yet reformed from Popery. 

They cannot obſerve without a very ſen- 

ſible Concern, that in many Parts of the 

Kingdom, there are ſtill ten, nay fifteen, 

perhaps upwards of twenty Papiſts to one 

Proteſtant. Nor can they ſee any Proſpect 

of its being otherwiſe : Few Papiſts being 

brought over to our Church, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Methods which have been ufed, 
while many Proteſtants are feduced from 

It, : 


II. YET they can but earneſtly defire, 
that all the Papiſt were convinced of their 
Errors. How much would this redound 
to the Glory of GOD, who willeth all to 
come to the Knowledge of his Truth? 
How greatly would it advantage their own 
Souls, both in this World and in the 
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World to come? What an Advantage 
would it be to the Kingdom in general, to 
be no longer divided againſt itſelf, to have 
that grand Cauſe of Contention removed, 
and all its Inhabitants of one Heart and one 
Mind? And how highly would it advance, 
both the Honour and Intereſt of our gra- 
cious Sovereign, to have all his Subjects 
cordially united together, thinking and 
ipeaking the ſame Thing? 


III. Why then is not this defirable End 
purſued with a Vigour proportionable to 
its Importance? is it becauſe we deſpair of 
any Succeſs ? Becauſe we think it impoſli- 
ble to be attained ? But why ſhould we 
imagine it to be impoſſible? A common 
and plauſible Anſwer is, becauſe the Papiſts 
are ſo bigotted to their Clergy ; believing 
all that they affirm, however contrary both 
to Scripture and Reaſon, and doing all that 


they direct, whom they generally believe to 
be the holieſt and wiſeſt of Men. 


IV. UnpouBTEDLY this is a conſider- 
able Difficulty in the Way. And yet I can- 
not think it is unſurmountable. Still I con- 
ceive, it is poſſible, to convince all the Pa- 
piſts, provided there are proper Inſtru- 
ments for the Work. And what Inſtru- 


ments 
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ments are fo proper as the Clergy? Not 
only as they are in every Place, diſtributed 
thro' the whole Nation and always ready 
on the Spot for the Work : But likewiſe 
as it more immediately belongs to them : 
As it is no inconſiderable Branch of their 
Buſineſs, who are peculiarly ſet apart, to 
watch over the Souls of Men, as they that 
muſt give Account. 


V. Bur what Way can the Clergy take, 
with any Probability of Succeſs? There is 
one Way, and one only; one that will 


(not probably,. but) infallibly ſucceed. If 


this Way is taken, I am willing to ſtake 


my Life upon the Succeſs of it. And it is 
a plain, fimple Way, ſuch as may be 
taken by any Man, tho' but a. ſmall Ca- 
pacity. For it requires no peculiar Depth 
of Underſtanding, no extraordinary He:ght 
of Learning; but only a Share of common 


Senſe, and an honeſt, upright Heart. 


VI. IT was obſerved, that the grand 
Difficulty of the Work lies, in the ſtrong 


Attachment of the Papiſts to their Clergy. 
Here therefore we are to begin, we are to 
{ſtrike at the Root. And if this Bigottry 


be but removed, whatever Error or Super- 
ſtition is built upon it, will of. Courſe fall 


to the Ground, 
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Now this may be effectually done thus. 
The Papiſts themſelves allow, that one Set 
of Clergy were holier and wiſer even than 
their own, namely, the Apoſtles. They 
allow theſe both to have lived and preached 


better than the preſent Clergy, even of the 
Roman Church. 


HERE therefore is the ſhort and ſure 
Method. Let all the Clergy of the Church 
of Ireland, only live like the Apoſtles, 
and preach like the Apoſtles, and the Thing 


is done. 


THE Romans, on the ſame Ground that 
they prefer the Apoſtles before their own 


' Clergy, will then prefer ours before them. 
And when they once do this, when we have 


carried this Point, when their Attachment 
to our Clergy 1s ſtronger than that to their 
own : They will be convinced by hundreds, 


till there is not a Roman left in the King- 
dom of Ireland. 


VII. Ir it be asked, but how did the 
Apoſtles live and preach ?. I anſwer (not to 
deſcend to Particulars) as to their inward 
Life (if I may ſo ſpeak) they lived the Life 
which is hid with Chriſt in GOD. 
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Tux were crucified with Chriſt. Never- 
theleſs they lived: Jet not they, but Chriſt 
lived in them. So that each of them could 
ſay, the Life which I now live in the Fleſh, 
even in this mortal Body, I live by Faith in 
the Son of GOD, who loved me; aud gave 


himſelf for me. 


Ap this Faith continually wrought by 
Love, that Love of GOD which was 


ſhed abroad in their Hearts, and was a pe- 


rennial Fountain of Water, ſpringing up into 


everlaſting Life. 


By this loving Faith their Hearts 
were purified from Anger, from Pride, 
from all vile Aﬀections, from the Love of 
Money, of Power, of Pleaſure, of Eaſe, 
from the Defire of the Fleſh, the Deſire of 
the Eye, and the Pride of Life : All their 
Aﬀettions being ſet on Things above, not on 
Things of the Earth. In a Word, that 
Mind was in them which was in Chrift 


Jeſus. 


LET but this Mind be in every Clergy- 
man of our Church, and Popery will vaniſh 
out of the Kingdom. 
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VIII. As to the outward Life of the 
Apoſtles, it was in the general, holy 
and unblamable in all Things. Herein 
did they exerciſe themſelves Day and 
Night, with Regard to every Word and 
Action, to have @ Conſcience void of Of- 
fence, toward GOD and toward Man. 
And their continual Ground of Rejoicing 
was this, the Teſtimony of their Conſcience 
that in Simplicity, and godly Sincerity, they 
had their Converſation in the World. 


Tary were temperate in all Things. 
They denied themſelves, and took up their 
Croſs daily. They kept under their Bodies 
and brought them into Subjection, even in 
the midſt of Diſtreſſes and Perſecutions; 
leaſt by any Means, after they had preached 


to others, they themſelves ſhould have become 


Caſt-aways. 


Tux were in every Reſpect, Burning 
and Shining Lights; they went about 
doing Good as they had Opportunity, 


doing Good of every Kind, and in every 


poſſible Degree to all Men. They ab- 
ſtained from all Appearance of Evil. 
They overcame Evil with Good. If their 


Enemy hungered, they fed him, if he 


thirſted 
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thirſted, they gave him Drink; and by 
patiently continuing ſo to do, heaped Coals 


of Fire upon his Head, and melted his 
Hardneſs. into Love. 


IN fine, it was their Meat and Drink, to 
do the Will of their Father which was in 
Heaven. And hence whatſoever they did. 
whether in Word or Deed, they did all to 
the Glory of G O D. 


Lr every Clergyman of our Church 
{ive thus, and in a ſhort Time there will 
not be a Papiſt in the Nation. 


IX. As to the Preaching of the Apoſtles, 
with Regard to the Matter of it, they 
preached Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith, having determined not to know 
any Thing, ſave Feſus Chriſt and him cru- 
ciſied. They preached Jeſus Chriſt as of 
GOD made unto us Wiſdom, and Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Sanctification, and Redemption. 
They declared, other Foundation of Mora- 


lity, Religion, Holineſs, Happineſs can 


no Man lay, All they ſpoke either in 
ublick or private, centered in this one 


Point, Feſus Chriſt, the ſame Yeſterday, and 
To-day, and for ever, | 
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Moe particularly, they preached, that 


a Man is juſtified by Faith, without the 
Works of the Law; that to him that work- 
eth not but believeth on him that juſtifieth 


the Ungodly, his Faith is counted to him for 
Righteouſneſs. 


X. TukEy preached farther, that except 
a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of GOD; except he be born 


from above, born not only of Water, but 
cf the Holy Gheſt : And that the preſent 
Kingdem of GOD is not Meats and Drinks, 
(lies not in Externals of any Kind) but 
Righteouſneſs, the Image of GOD on the 
Heart, Peace, even a Peace that paſſeth all 
Underſtanding, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, 


whereby they rejoiced with Joy unſpeakable 
and full of Glory. 


Try declared, that he that is thus 
born of GOD, doth not commit Sin; that 
he that is begotten of GOD, keepeth him 
ſelf, and the Wicked One toucheth him not; 
but that as Chriit who hath called him 


is holy, ſo is he holy in all Manner of 
Converſation, 
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XI. As to tlie Manner of their Preach- 
ing, they ſpoke with Authority, as ſpeak- 
ing not their own Word, but the Word 
of him that ſent them, and % Manifeſta- 
tion of the Truth, commendiung themſelves to 
every Man's Conſcience in ihe Sight cf 
GOD. They were not as many that 
cauponize the Word of GOD, debaſe and 
adulterate it with Foreign Mixtures, but 
as of Sincerity, but as of GOD, in the 
Sight of GOD ſpake they in Chriſt. They 
approved themſelves the Miniſters of 
GOD, in much Patience, in Labours, in 
Watchings, in Faſtings: By Pureneſs, by 
Knowledge, knowing all their Flock. by 
Name, all their Circumſtances, all their 
Wants : By Long-ſuffering, never weary of 
Well-doing, by Kindneſs, by Love un- 
feigned By the Word of Truth, by the 
Power of GOD attending it, by the Ar- 
mour of Righteouſneſs on the right Hand, 
and on the left. Hence they were inſtant 
in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, being never afraid 
of the Faces of Men, never aſhamed of 
Chriſt or of his Words, even before an 
adulterous and finful Generation. They 
went on unmoved through Honour and 
Diſhonour, through evil Report and good 
Report. They regarded not Father or 
Mother, or Wife or Children, or Houſes 

or 
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or Lands, or Faſe or Pleaſure: But ha- 
ving this ſingle End in View, To fave 
their own Souls, and thoſe that heard them, 
they counted not their Lives dear unto them- 


ſelves, ſo that they might make full Proof 


of their Miniſtry, ſo they might Aniſb their 
Courſe with Foy, and teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace of GOD. 


Lr all the Right Reverend the Biſhops 
and the Reverend the Clergy, only walk 
by this Rule: Let them thus live, and 
thus teſtify with one Heart and one Voice, 
the Goſpel of the Grace of GOD; and 
every Papiſt within theſe four Seas, will 
ſoon acknowledge the Truth, as it is in 


Jeſus. 
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